Editor's Introduction: Amalgam 

What happens when we mix? 

When distinct voices, ideas, and experiences come together, do they clash, or can they build something new? In this year’s issue of NU Writing, we explore Amalgam—a theme that invites us to consider the possibilities of connection through difference. 

In a world often marked by division, we chose this theme to highlight what emerges when we engage across boundaries. Amalgamation isn’t just about blending; it’s about transformation. When languages, perspectives, and disciplines meet, they do not merely coexist—they create something unexpected, something more than the sum of their parts. The writers featured in this issue, each with their own unique backgrounds and subjects of inquiry, contribute to this evolving conversation.  

Across these 11 articles, the voices of our authors come together to reflect the power of merging ideas. Some explore personal identity, weaving together cultures and histories. Others tackle pressing social questions, considering how we form communities in an era of rapid change. Whether through research, creative nonfiction, poetry, or critical analysis, each piece reminds us that difference need not be a dividing line—it can be the foundation of something greater.  

As you read, we invite you to embrace the unexpected connections, the moments of resonance, and even the tensions that emerge in these pages. Amalgamation is not about erasing difference but recognizing its potential to generate insight, dialogue, and understanding.  

Welcome to this year’s issue of NU Writing. Let’s see what happens when we mix. 


